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SKETCH of the LIFE and CHARACTER of the late 
Captain COOKE. 


[Copied from Vol. III, of Cooke’s Voyage, written by Captain King.] 


APTAIN JAMES COOKE was born at Whitby in York- 
fhire, in the year 1727, and, at an early age, was put ap- 
prentice toa fhopkeeper in a neighbouring village. His natu. 
ral inclination not having been confulted on this accafion, he 
foon quitted the counter from difguft,and bound himfelf for nine 
years to the mafter of aveflel in the coal trade, At the break- 
ing out of the war, in 1755, he entered into the King’s fervice, 
on board the Eagle, at that time commanded by Captain Hamer, 
and afterwards by Sir Hugh Pallifer, who foon difcovered his 
merit, and introduced him on the quarter-deck, 

In the year 1753 we find him mafter of the Northumberland, 
the flag-fhip of Lord Colville, who had then the command of a 
f{quadron ftationed on the coaft of America. It was here, as I 
have often heard him fay, that, during a bard winter, he firft 
read Euclid, and applied himfeif to the ftudy of mathematics 
and aitronomy, without any other affiftance than what a few 
books and his own induftry afforded him. At the fame time that 
he thus found means to cultivate and improve his mind, and to 
fupply the deficiencies of an early education, he was engaged in 
molt of the bufy and active fcenes of the war in America, 
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At the fiege of Quebec Sir Charles Saunders committed to 
his charge the execution of fervices of the firft importance in the 
“naval department. He piloted the boats to the attack of Mont- 
morency ; conducted the embarkation to the Heights of Abra- 
ham ; examined the paflage, and laid buoys for the fecurity of 
the large fhips in proceeding up the river. The courage and 
addrefs with which he acquitted himfelf in thefe fervices gained 
him the warm friendfhip of Sir Charles Saunders and Lord 
Colville, who continued to patronife him, during the reft of 
their lives, with the greateft zeal and affection. 

At the conclufion of the war he was appointed, through the 
recommendation of Lord Colville and Sir Hugh Pallifer, to fur- 
vey the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and the coaft of Newfoundland. 
In this employment he continued till the year 1767, when he 
was fixed on by Sir Edward Hawke to command an expedition 
to the South Seas, forthe purpofe of oblerving the traniit of 

.. Venus, and profecuting difcoveries in that part of the globe. 

From this period, as his fervices are too well known to require 
n recital here, fo his reputation has proportionably advanced to a 
height ‘too great to be affected by my panegyric. Indeed he ap- 
pearsto have been moit eminently and peculiarly qualified for 
this {pecies of enterprize. The earlieft habits of his life, the 
courfe of his fervices, and the conftant application of his mind, 
all confpired to fit him tor it, and gave him a degree cf profef- 
fional Knowledge which can fall to the lot of avery few. 

The conftitution of his body was robuft, inured to labour, and 
capable of undergoing the {fevereft hardfhips. His ftomach 
bore, without difficulty, the coarfeft and moft ungrateful food. 
Indeed temperance in him was {carcely a virtue, fo great was the 
indifference with which he fubmitted to every kind of felf-des 
nial. The qualities of his mind were of the fame hardy, vigo- 
rous kind with thofeof his body. His underflanding was ftrong 
and perfpicuous ; his jedgment, in whatever related to the fer- 
vices he was engaged in, quick and fure. *His defigns were bold 

and'manly, and both in the conception and in the mode of exe- 
cution bore evident marks of a great original genius. His cou- 
xage was cool and determined, and accompanied with an admi- 
rable prefence of mind in the s»oment of danger. His man- 
ners were plain and unafieéted, His temper might perhaps have 
been juitly blamed, as fubject to haflincfs and paffion, had not 
thefe been dijarmed by a difpofition the moft benevolent and 
humane. 

Such were the outlincs of Captain Cooke’s charaéter ; but 
its meit diftinguifhing feature was that unremitting perfeverance 
an the purfuit of his object, which was not only {uperior to the 
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oppolition of dangers, and the preflure of hardfhips, but even 
exempt from the want of ordinary relaxation during the long 
and tedious voyages in which he was engaged. His eagerne(s 
and activity were never in the leaft abated. No incidental 
temptation could detain him for a moment ; even thofe intervals 
of recreation which fometimes unavoidably occurred, and were 
looked for by us with a longing that perfons who have expe- 
rienced the fatigues of fervice will readily excufe, were fub- 
mitted to by him with a certain impatience whenever they could 
not be employed in making further provifion for the more effec- 
tual profecution of his defigns. 

It isnot neceffary here to enumerate the inftances in which 
thefe qualities were difp’ayed during the great and important 
enterprizes in which he was engaged. I fhall content myfelf 
with ftating the refult of thofe fervices, under the two principal 
heads to which they may be referred—thofe of geography aud 
navigation, placing each in a feparate and diitinét point of 
view. 

Perhaps no fcience ever received greater additions from the 
labours of a fingle man than geography has done from thofe of 
Captain Cooke. In his firft voyage to the South Seas he difcoe 
vered the Society Iflands ; determined the infularity of New 
Zealand ; difcovered the ftraits that feparate the two iflands, 
and are called after his name; and made a complete furvey of 
both. He afterwards explored the eaftern coafts of New Hol- 
land, hitherto unknown, an extent of 27 degrees of latitude, or 
upwards of 2000 miles. 

In his fecond expedition he refolved the great problem of the 
fouthern continent, having traverfed that hemifphere between the 
latitudes of 40 and 70 degrees, in (uch a manner as not to leave 
a poflibility of its exiltence, unlefs near the Pole, and out of the 
reach of navigation. During this voyage he diftovered New 
Caledonia, the largeft ifland in the Southern Pacific, except 
New Zealand ; the ifland of Georgia, and an unknown coait, 
which he named Sandwich Land, the chile of the fouthern he. 
miiphere ; and having twice vifited the tropical feas, he fettled 
the fituations of the old, and made feveral new difcoveries. 

But his lait voyage is diftinguifhed above ail the reft, by the 
extent and importance of its difcoveries. Befides feveral finaller 
iflands in the Southern Pacific, he difcovered, to the north of the 
equinoétial line, the groupe called ‘The Sandwich Iflands, 
which, from their fituation and produétions, bid fairer for be- 
coming an object of confequence in the fyftem of European na- 
vigation than any other difcovery in the South Sea. He after- 
wards explored what had hitherto remained unknown in the weitern 
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coafts of America, from the latitude of 43 to 70 degrees north, 
containing an extent of 3500 miles ; afcertained the proximity 
of the two great continents of Afia and America; pafled the 
ftraits between them, and furveyed the coafts on each fide to fuch 
a height of northern latitude as to demonftrate the impractica- 
bility of a paffage in that hemifphere from the Atlantic into the 
Pacific Ocean, either by an eaftern or weftern courfe. In fhort, 
if we except the fea of Amur, and the Japanefe Archipelago, 
which ftill remain imperfectly known to Europeans, he has com~ 
pleted the hydography of the habitable globe. 

Asa navigator, his fervices were not perhaps lefs fplendid, 
certainly not lefs important and meritorious. The method 
which he difcovered, and fo fuccefsfully purfued, of preferving 
the heaith of feamen, forms anew zra in navigation, and will 
tranfmit his name to future ages amongtt the Friends and bene» 
faétors of mankind. 

Thofe who are converfant in naval hiftory need noc be told at 
how dear a rate the advantages which had been fought through 
the medium of long voyages at fea have always been purchafed, 
‘That dreadful diforder which is peculiar to this fervice, and 
whofe ravages have marked the tracks of difcoverers with cir- 
cumftances almott too fhocking to relate, mutt, without exercifing 
an unwarrantable tyranny over the lives of our feamen, have 
proved an infuperable obftacle to the profecution of fuch enter- 
oo. It was referved for Captain Cooke to fhew the world, 

y repeated trials, that voyages might be protracted to the un- 
ufual length of three, or even four years, in unknown regions, 
and under every change and rigour of climate, not only without 
affe€ting the health, but even without diminifhing the probabi- 
lity of life in the fmalleit degree. ‘The method he puriued has 
been fully explained by himie!f in a paper which was read be- 
fore the Royal Society in the year 1776; and whatever im- 
provements the experience of the prefent voyage has fuggefted 
are ment oned in their proper places. 

With reipect to his profeffional abilities, I fhall leave them to 
the jadgment of thofe who are beft acquainted with the nature 
of the fervicesin which he was engaged. ‘They will readily ac- 
knowledge, that, to have conducted three expeditions of fo mach 
danger and difficulty, of fo unufual a length, and in fuch a va- 
riety ot fituations, with uniform and invariable fucce!s, muit have 
required not only a thorough and accurate knowledge of his bu- 
finels, but a powerlul and comprchenfive genius, fruitful in re- 
fources, and equally ready in the application of whatever the 
higher and interior calls of the fervice required, 
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Having given the moft faithful account I have been able to 
collect, both from my own obfervation and the relation of others, 
of the death of my ever honoured friend, and alfo of his cha 
raéter and fervices, I fhall now leave his memory to the gratitude 
and admiration of pofterity, accepting, with melancholy fatisface 
tion, the honour which the lofs of him hath procured me, of 
feeing my name joined with his, and of teftifying that affection 
and refpect for his memory, which, whiift he lived, it was no lefs 
my inclination than my conftant ftudy to thew him. 


[Captain King went out fecond lieutenant of the Refolution ; 
but, by the deaths of the Captains Cooke and Clerke, came 
home captain of the Difcovery. He, alas! has not long furs 
vived the fame acquired by this publication]. 


*,* Captain Cooke’s Voyage will be continued in our next. 





NEW ANECDOTES of DEAN SWIFT. 


From the Life of Swift, written by T. Sheridan, and prefixed to the 
new Edition of his Works, in 17 Vols. O&tavo. } 


[Continued from Page 53]. 


PON the firft appearance of Swift’s two poems entitled 
U «« An Epiftle to a.Lady,” and ‘* A xhapfody on Poetry,” 
Sir Robert Walpole was exafperated to the higheft deyree. The 
editor, printer, and publither, were all taken up, and profecu- 
tions commenced againit them. As he had full proof that 
Swift was the author, in his firit tran{port of paflion, he deter- 
mined to get him into his clutches, and wreak his chief vengee 
ance on him. 

With this view he had ordered a warrant to be made out by 
the fecretary of flate, for apprehending Swift, and bringing him 
over to be tried in London. 

The meflenger was in waiting, ready to be difpatched on this 
exrand, when luckily a friend of Walpole’s, who was better ac- 
quainted with the ftate of Ireland, and the high veneration in 
which the dean was held there, accidentally entered, and upon 
enquiry, being informed of his purpofe, cooly atked him, what 
army was to accompany the meflenger ; and whether he had at 
that time 10,900 men to {pare ; for he could aflure him no lets 
a number would be able to bring the Drapier out of the king- 
dom by force, 
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Upon this Walpole recovered his fenfes, and luckily for the 
mefienger, as well as himfclf, dropped the defign ; for had the 
poor feilow arrived in Dublin, and attempted to execute his 
commiflion, he would mott affuredly have been immediately 
hanged up by the mob; and this might have involved the two 
countries in a contelt, which it was by no means the intereft of 
a minifter to engage in. 





Swift and Dr. Sheridan were often laying themfel ves out for 
various contrivances to create innocent mirth. There happened 
to arrive in town at this time one Gibbons who had beens co- 
temporary of the doétor’s in the college, but had been abfent in 
the country for fome years. On his arrival, he renewed his ac- 
quaintance with Dr. Sheridan. He had a great fimplicity of 
charaéter, which made it eafy to impofe on him, and certain od- 
dities and peculiarities, which rendered him a proper fubje& for 
2 practical joke. ; 

A plan was immediately concerted between them that Swift 
fhould perfonate the charaéter of a diltreffed clergyman, under 
the name of Jodrel, applying to Dr. Sheridan to be made one 
of hisufhers. A time was appointed for their meeting at the 
doétor’s an hour before dinner, and feveral of their fet were in- 
vited to be prefeat atthe fport. When they were aflembled, 
Swift, as Jodrel, entered the room in an old rufty gown and lank 
fhabby perriwig, which were provided at the dottor’s expence 
for the purpofe. As he was an excellent mimic, he perfonated 
the character of anaukward country parfon tothe life. Gibbons 
was requefted by the doctor to examine him, in order to fee 
whether he was fit forthe poft;. and Jodrel gave {uch anfwers to 
the queflions afked by Gibbons, as afforded high entertainment 
to all prefent. One of his queitions was, ** What is Chrift’s 
church ?”? To which Jodrel replied, ‘* A great pile of build- 
ing near the four courts;” for fo that churchis called. On 
which Gibbons exclaimed, ** Wasthere ever fuch a blockhead ? 
Who the Devil put you in orders ?” 

The fport occafioned by this was toorich to be given up. 
Gibbons, Jodrel, and the other gueits met feveral times at din- 
ner, where Jodrel’s behaviour was always aukward and abfurd. 
One time he held out his plate with both his hands, reaching in 
the moitridiculous manner quite acrofs the table, which provoked 
Gibbons to call himefool! dunce! and even to give hima flap 
on the wrifl with the flat of his knife ; at the fame timé thewing 

him 
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bim how he ought to hold his plate, or that he fhould fend it by 
ene of the fervants. 

When this fort of amufement was adjudged to have conti- 
nued long enough, Dr. Sheridan delivered a meffage to Gibbons 
from the dean, inviting him to dine with him. Gibbons, who 
had expreffled a great ambition to be known to Swift, received 
the meffage with tranfport, but faid, ‘* Sure he won’t afk that 
fool Jodrel.”” Sheridan told him he might fet his heart at reft, 
for that the dean never had, nor never would afk him as long as 
he lived. 

When the appointed day came, Gibbons went with the do&tor 
to the Deanery, who placed him ata window, from which he 
could fee the dean returning from prayers. He was dreffzd that 
day in as high a ftyle as the clerical funétion will allow; ina 
paduafoy gown, fquare velvetcap, &c. Gibbons looked at him 
with great attention, and turning to Sheridan, with much per- 
turbation in his countenance, cried out, ‘* Why, doctor, that is 
Jodrel !”—** Peace, fool! (faid the doétor;) [ was very near 
lofing the dean’s acquaintance, by happening to fay, that Jodre? 
had fome refemblance to him.” 

When the dean entered the chamber where they were, Gib- 
bons changed colour, and in great confufion faid to Sheridan, 
< By my foul, it is Jodrel! What thall I do ?”’—Sheridan then 
f{miled, fo did the dean, and opened the matter to Gibbons in 
fuch a way as to fet him at eafe, and make him pafs the remaia- 
der of the day very pleafantly. 

But Swift had not yet done with him: he had perceived that 
though Gibbons had no pretenfions to fcholarfhip, he had a good 
deal of vanity on that fcore, and was refolved to mortify him. 
He had before-hand prepared Mrs. Johnfon ina paflage of Lu- 
cretius, wherein are thefe lines ; 


6 ———— Medioque in fonte leporum, 
** Surgit amari aliquid.” 


Among their evening amufements, Mrs. Johnfon called for 
Lucretius, as an author the was well acquainted with, and re- 
quefted of Gibbons to explain that paffage to her. “ Why 
(fays he), there can be nothing more eafy ;” and began imme~ 
diately to conftrue it in the common fchool.boys fathion, 
«* Que and medio in fonte, in the middle of a fountain ; /-serum, 
of hares,”—** No Mr.Gibbons, interrupted Mrs. Johnfon; if 
that word fignifies hares, it would be a falfe quantity in the 
verfe, the o being neceflarily long in the lait foot of the line, 
whereas the o in /eporum, when in fignifies hares, is fhort.” 

Poor 
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Poor Gibbons was quite confounded, acknowledged his error, 
and did not chufe to give any further proofs of his erudition be- 
fore a lady fo profoundly {killed in Latin. 





AS Swift was fond of {cenes in low life, he miffed no oppore 
tunity of being prefent at them, when they fell in his way. 
Once when he was in the country, he received intelligence that 
there was to be a beggar’s wedding in the neighbourhood. He 
was refolved not to mifs the opportunity of. feeing fo curious 2 
ceremony ; and that he might enjoy the whole completely, pro- 
oar to Dr, Sheridan that he fhould go thither difguifed as a 

lind fidler, with a bandage over his eyes, and he would attend 
him as his man to lead him, Thus accoutred they reached the 
fcene of action, where the blind fidler was received with joyful 
fhouts. They had plenty of meat and drink, and plied the fid- 
Jer and his man with more than was agreeable to them. Never 
was a more joyous wedding feen. Thay fung, they danced, 
told them ftories, cracked jokes, &c.a vein of humour more cn- 
tertaining to the two guefts, than they probably could have 
found in any other meeting on a like occafion. 

When they were about to depart, they pulled out their leather 
pouches, and rewarded the fidler very handfomely. 

The next day the dean and the doétor walked out in their 
ufual drefs, and found their companions of the preceding even- 
ing fcattered about in different villages, all begging their cha- 
rity in doleful ftrains, and telling difmal fories of their diftrefs, 
Among thefe, they found fome upon crutches, who had danced 
very nimbly at the wedding ; others ftone-blind, who were clear- 
fighted at the feat. 

The doétor diftributed among them the money which he had 
received as his pay; but the dean, who mortally hated thofe 
flurdy vagrants, raved at them foundly ; told them in what man- 
ner he had been prefent at the wedding and was let into their 
roguery, and aflured them, if they did not immediately apply to 
honeft labour, he would have them taken up, and fent to jail. 
Whereupon the lame once more recovered their legs, and the 
blind their eyes, fo as to make a very precipitate retreat. 


[To be continued.] 





An AN ECD OT E. 


W roi the Prince of Wales was lately confined by indif- 
pofition, one of the phyficians who atiended him re- 
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commended for his royal highnefs’s perufal a volame of Dr. 
Armftrong’s works, containing his poems on health, tafte, be~ 
nevolence, &ce ‘The prince was fo charmed with the claffical 
elegance, harmonious verfification, and liberality of jentiment 
contained in thefe poems, that he made particular enquiries 
concerning the author, and faid he fhould be happy to be ac- 
quainted with a man who appeared to poflefs fo much real tafte, 
genius, learning, and philanthropy ; that he wifhed to thew him 
every mark of attention and regard due to fach dittinguithed 
merit. On due enquiry, the prince was informed, that the au« 
thor of the poems was no more. His royal highnefs next en- 

uired if he had left any children, and in what circumftances 
they were? He was told that Dr. Armftrong had died unmare 
ried, leaving the little property he poflefled to Mr. Whitefoord, 
in truft for his-only brother George Armiflrong, who was a 
very worthy man, but far from being in opulent circumftances. 
The prince faid, that he himfelf was not rich, yet he would 
chearfully give what he could fpare, to relieve a worthy man in 
diftrefs ; atid accordingly ordered sol. to be paid into the hands 
of Mr. Whitefoord for that purpofe. This fum has been ap- 
plied agreeable to the generous intentions of his royal highnets, 
and has been the means of relieving the wants and foothing the 
diftrefs of a refpectable man, bending under the weight of age 
and infirmity. 





The TRIUMPH ef FORTITUDE and PATIENCE over 
BARBARITY and DECEIT : 


a: ZhRSaSt.. £443 ,0-4.- 25 


Written by a Lavy. 


O' all the aéts of injuftice which the depravity of haman 
nature can commit, there are none certainly deferving to 
be more feverely cenfured, than that of parents {quandering 
away their iubftance, and leaving their children expofed to beg- 
gary and contempt. To render wretched by our negleé& any- 
thing whofe fole dependance is upon us is highly ungenerous ; 
but to rob thofe of their birth-right who but for us had not 
exifted; to make wretched what owes its being to us, for the 
gratification of fome darling pafion iu ourfelyes, is fuch a piece 
of cruelty as one would not conceive, if daily obfervation did 
not convince us of it, any thinking being could be guilty of. 
Vou. V. 111, U A gen- 
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A gentleman, to whom I fhall give the name of Extrodius, 
was left, by the good management and frugality of his ancef- 
tors, in pofleflion of a very confiderable fortune, He married 
a virtuous young lady, by whom he had a very numerous off- 
{pring ; every year bringing an increnfe to his family one would 
imagine fhould have made him induftrious for the improvement 
of a fortune, out of which fo many had a right to provifion. 
But, alas! the immoderate love of pleafure prevailed over pa- 
ternal affeCtion, He was fo paflionately devoted to all the 
luxuries of life, that he feemed not content with thofe he faw 
enjoyed by others, but was continually inventing new modes of 
indulging every inordinate inclination ; and ftill the more ex- 
penfive they proved, the more he hugged himfelf with having 
it in his power to put them in practice. 

Bat it was not long that this worft of hufbands and of fa- 
thers had the means of rioting in fuch voluptioufnefs. A few 
years waited all he had been mafter of in the world, and he fell 
into the exrremett poverty. His wife, who for fome time had 
languifhed under the apprehenfions of what was now come upor 
them, could not fupport the ills fhe had forefeen, and died of a 
broken heart, All their children, except one, were feized with 
various diltempers, and bore their mother company to the filent 

rave. 

. Jemima, a girl of about twelve years of age, was left alone to 
feel the miferies thofe dear relations were exempted from by 
death, while he, who had brought them on all who oaght to 
have been dear to him, feemed infenfible of his errors, and con- 
tinued difpofing of every thiag of value, either about his houle 
and perfon, till there was nothing left to fell, He then tried 
hiscredit with kiadsed, acquaintance, and tradefmen, but they 
ail Knew-teo muth 0. his circumftances to comply with any re- 
guelts he made them of that nature. 

Some perfons, whom he had not dealt with before, indeed 
fupplied him for a little while, but were no fooner informed of 
‘the truth of his affairs, than they withdrew their hands; and on 
his behaving to them with mere haughtinefs than they thought 
befitting a perfon by whom they were likely to be lofers, threw 
him into prifon, whence not one friend made any efforts to re- 
deem him, and he died in a (hort time. 

Even the young Jemima might have been obliged to have ree 
courfe to public charity fora wretched fultenance, had not Da- 
linda admitted her into her family. —This lady was own fifter to 
Extrodias, was 4 widow, had a large jointure, and no child ; 
yet the did not take her little niece through any motive of 
compafiion or affeftion (for, like her brother, fhe was too great 
9 a lover, 
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a lover of herfelf and the pleafures of the world to have the 
leaft true regard for any thing befide), but merely to avoid the 
fhame of having it faid, that one fo near to her in blood fhould 
wear the livery of the parith. 

The treatment, however, which the poor creature received, 
was little better that what fhe would have met with in any of 
thofe places from which her aunt made a mighty merit of pre- 
ferving her. 

The education allowed her would not have been fufficient to 
have enabled her to fupport thofe fhocks of fate which afterward 
befel her, had fhe not been endaed by nature with all thofe qua- 
lifications which moft others acguire but with labour and diffi. 
culty. P 
Without the help of precept the was bleffed with an innate 
piety and refignation to the divine will: without any of thofe 
inftruétions which are looked upon as neceflary to good breed- 
ing, fhe had a native affability and {weetnefs of deportment 
which fhamed all the formal rules of politenefs and decorum’; 
and without the leaft advantage from example, but far the con- 
trary, could ealily diftinguifh what amafements became a woman 
of honour to give into, and what did nat, 

As the knew very well the misfortynes to which the was re- 
duced by her father’s ill management, and the little profpe& the 
had of living in the world accordiag to her birth, the refle&ted 
that all that could make her eafy under her prefent or future 
fufferings was patience and humility, and therefore endeavoured, 
as much as poflible, not to think on the pleafures which thofe of 
great fortunes were in pofleflion of, but on the little wants and 
exigencies of thofe who either were born to nothing, or, like 
herfelf, were deprived of theit firithopes. Sheobferved, that to 
be poor was not always to be miferable 5 and that riches were 
frequently not. accompanied with happinefs. This enabled her 
to know that content was fudlicient w reader any ftation com- 
fortable, and that without it all was wretebednefs, 

In fine, without any aid trom books the was a philofopher in 
her way of thinking at fifteen, and perhaps more truly fo than 
the moit celebrated of thoie whofe morals and maxims are laid 
down before us as the bet guides of our sentiments and ac- 
tions. 

As to her perfon, fhe was of a middle ftature, perfectly well 
turned, eafy and genteel in her motions: if the features of her 
face could not be {aid to be cait in the mould of heauty, there 
was yet a great deal of regularity and harmeny is them, which 
joined with a very delicate complexion, fine hair and teeth, and 

U2 a certain 
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a certain fweetnefs, with the happy compofure of her mind, dif. 
fufed through all her air, made her extremely lovely. 

Many there were that thought her fo ; bat the misfortunes of 
her family prevented them from making their addreffes on an 
honourable fcore, as didthe modeity of her behaviour from ap- 
proaching her on any other; and fhe lived till the age of 
24, without being able to fay fhe had any one man who had 
Geclared himfelf her lover. 


[To be continued.] 





ORIGINAL LETTER from CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
to the KING of SPAIN. 


Mr. PRINTER, Jamaica, Auguft 1784. 


HE following letter, never before publifhed, was extracted 

from an old book of manufcripts in the ifland of Ja- 

maica, containing alfo Venables’ Narrative, with colonial and 

political difcuffions and memoirs daring the laft century. Mr, 

Long, in his valuable furvey of Jamaica, has made copious quo- 
tations from this book. 

The tranflation is bald and inaccurate ; but, as the Spanith 
original is not before me, I have not ventured to make any mas 
terial alterations. 

This letter of Columbus, which bears evident marks of au- 
thenticity, appears to have been written durMg his tourth and 
laft voyage, when he lay in a moft deplorable fituation on the 
coaft of Jamaica, where, after having completed the richelt and 
mofi valuable difcoveries of Veragua, Mexico, and the whole 
coaft of ‘Terra Firma, from the Gulph of Honduras tothe mouth 
of the river Oronoque, he was forced to run his fhips on fhore, 
being fo rotten and worm-eaten that he could no longer keep 
them above water. Here he fuffered the extremeft mifery. 
Seized with the moft excruciating pains of the gout, deferted by 
mott of his crew, his provifions exhaufted, and the natives his 
enemies, he had no refource but to the bare chance of a trufty 
fervant’s finding his way to St. Domingo in an Indian canoe, 
which he providentially accomplithed, entrufted, as it fhould 
feem, with the following letter, and the papers therein men- 
tioned. Whether this letter ever found its way to the Spanifh 
court, docs not appear, 


Letler 
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if. Letter from Chrifepher Columbus tothe King of Spain. | 
of SIR, Jamaica, 1503. HI 
| 
* DIEGO MENDES, and the papers I fend by him, will Pi 
of fhew your highnefs what rich mines of gold [ have difcovered in 


Veragua; and how I intended to have left my brother at the i 
river Berlin, if the judgments of heaven, and the greateft mis- 
fortunes in the world, had not prevented it. However it is fuf- 
ficient that your higihne/s and fucceffors will have the glory and 
advantage of all, and that the full difcovery and fettlement are 
“ referved for happier perfons than the unfortunate Columbus. If 
God be fo merciful to m¢, as to conduct Mendes to Spain, J 
S doubt not bat he will make your highnefs and my great miftrefs 
underitand that this will not only be a caftle and law, but a dif- 
covery of a world of fubjects, lands, and wealth, greater than 
man’s unbounded fancy could ever comprehend, or avarice itfelf 
covet. But neither he, this paper, nor the tongue of mortal 
man, can exprefs the anguifh and afflictions of my mind and 
body, nor the mifery and dangers of my fon, brother, and 
friends. For here already we have been above ten months 
; Jodged on the open decks of our fhips, that are run on fhore and 
‘ Jafhed together. 
Thofe of my men that were well have mutinied under the 
Perras of Seville; my friends that were faithful are now fick 
and dying. We have deftroyed the Indians provifions, fo that 
they abandon usall ; therefore we are like to perifh by hunger ; 
and thefe miferies are accompanied with fo many aggravating 
circumi{lances, that it renders me the moft wretched object of 
i misfortune this world fhall ever fee; as if the difpleafare of 
heaven feconded the envy of Spain, and would punifh as crimi- 
nal thefe undertakings and meritorious fervices. 

Good Heaven, and you holy faints that dwell in it, let the 
king, Don Ferdinand, and my illuitrious miftrefs Donna Habella, 
know that I am the moft miferable man living, and that my zeal 
for their fervice and intereft hath brought me to it, for it is ime 

oflible to live and have affliGtions equal to mine. I fee 2nd with 
et apprehend my own, and (for my fake) thefe unfortunate 
and deferving pceople’s deitrufion. Alas! piety and juttice 
have retired to their regions above ; and it isacrime to have 
done, or have promifed too much, 

As my mifery makes my life a barthen to myfelf, fol fear the 
empty titles of Perpetual Viceroy and Admiral render me ob- 
noxious to the Spanifa naticn, 





_— | 
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Tt is vifible enough that al! methods are made ufe of to cut the 
thread that is breaking ; for I am, éx my old age, oppreffed with 
infupportable pains of the goat, and am now languifhing and 
expiring with that, and other infirmities, among favages, where 
I have neither medicines, nor food for the body ; prieit or facras 
ment for the foul : my men mutinying, my brother, my fon, and 
thofe that are faithful, fick, farving, anddying. The Indians 
have abandoned us, and his Grace of St. Domingo,.Obando, 
has fent rather to fee if Iam dead, than to f{accour us, or to 
bury me alive here; for his boat neither delivered a letter, or 
fpoke, or would receive any from us. I therefore conclude your 
highnefs’s officers intended that here my voyage and life fhould 
end. 

Oh bleffed mother of God! who compaffionates the mof 
miferable and oppreffed ! why did not Ceneil Bovadilla kill me, 
when he robbed me and my brother of our dearly purchafed 

Id, and fent us to Spain in chains, without trial, crime, or fha- 

ow of one? Thefe chains are all the treafures I have, and they 
fhall be buried with me, if I chance to have a coffin or grave ; 
for I would have the remembrance of fo unjuft and tragical an 
a dic with me, and for the glory of the Spanifh name be eter- 
nally forgotten. Had it been fo, O bleffed virgin! Obando 
would not have found us for ten or twelve months perifhing thro” 
malice as great as our misfortunes. Oletit not bring a further 
infamy on the Caftilian name! nor let future ages know there 
were wretches fo viie in this as to think to recommend them- 
felves to Don Ferdinand by deftroying the unfortunate and mi- 
ferable Chriftopher Columbus, not for his crimes, but for his pree 
tences to difcover and give to Spain a new world! It was you, 
O Heaven ! that infpired and condacted me to it; do yoa there- 
fore weep for me and fhew pity ; let the earth and every foul in 
it that loves juftice and mercy, weep forme! Surely thofe who 
are unborn, will do it, when they are told that Chriftopher Co- 
lumbus, with his own fortune, at the hazard of his own and 
brothers lives, with little or no expence to the crown of Spain, 
in twenty years and four voyages, renUered greater fervices than 
ever mortal men did to prince or kingdom; yet was fuffered to 
perith, without being charged with the Icalt crime, poor and mi- 
ferable, all but his chains being taken from him ; fo that he, 
who gave Spain another world, had neither in that, nor the other 
world, a cottage for himfelf, or his wretched family. 

But fhould Heaven ftil] perfecute me, and feem difpleafed with 
what I have done, asif the difcovery of this new world would 
be fatal to the old, and, as a punifhment, bring my life in this 
mifcrable place to its fatal period ; yet, O good angels! you that 
fuccour 
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faccour the oppraffed and innocent, bring this paper to my great 
miltrefs ; fhe knows how much I have fuffered for her glory and 
fervice, and will be fo juft and pious as not to let the fons and 
brothers of him who has brought Spain immenfe riches, and 
added to it vat and unknown kingdoms and empires, want bread, 
or*live on alms! She, if fhe lives, will coafider that cruelty 
and ingratitude will provoke Heaven, and that the wealth I 
have difcovered will ftir up all mankind to sevenge and rapine, 
fo that the nation may chance to fuffer hereafter tor what envi- 
ous, malicious, and ungrateful people do now. 


[Cenell Bovadilla, the.perfon mentioned in the above letter, 
was a Spanifh knight, and a favourite at court, when Columbus 
was governor of Hifpaniola, was fent out with a commiffion to 
enquire into his conduct. He had been reprefented to his fo- 
vereigns, Ferdinand and Ifabelia, as cruel, covetous, corrupt, 
ambitious, and tyrannical; but it was thought his greateft crime 
was, that of being immenfely rich. He was therefore cliarged 
with working the gold mines witain his jurifdiGtion clandeftinely, 
and concealing from the officers of the crown thofe that were the 
mot valuable, As his ruin was predetermined, it was eafy to 
find accufers, He was feized, divelted of his government, put 
in irous, his whole property confifcated, and thus impoverifhed 
he was fent prifoner to Spain. Here he found means to get ad- 
mittance to the royal prefence, and was again taken into favour, 
probably ona promife of making {till more valuable difcoveries. 
In purfait of which, on the gth of May, 1502, he fet fail with 
four fmall barks, and touching at the port of St. Domingo on 
the apprehenfion of an approaching tcmpeft, he was there re- 
fufed entrance ; his knowledge of the coaft enabled him to 
efcape its fury by taking timely fhelter in a commodious creek 5 
where he had the fatisfaftion to learn, before his departare, 
that his inveterate enemy Bovadilla, with 19 thips, chiefly laden 
with the property of which he (Columbus) had been robbed, 
bad perifhed mifcrably. ] 





An AN ECD OT E. 


HEN Mr. Garrick fhewed Dr. Johnfon his fine hoafe, 
gardens, ftatues, pictures, &c. at Hampton-Court, what 

ideas did it awaken in the mind of that great and good man! 
Inftead of a flattering compliment, which was expected, ‘* Ah! 
David, David, David, (faid the dotter, clapping his hand oe 
the 
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the little man’s fhoulder) thefe are the things, David, whick 
make a death-bed terrible.” 





Yo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 


I Flatter myfelf that many of your readers may reap great ad- 
vantage from the following hint to cattle-keepers, which is 
the reafon of your being troubled with it, from 

Your conftant reader, 


A COUNTRY FARMER, 





On feeding Cattle with Pctatocs. 


POTATOES, it is well known, contain more farineceous 
particles than any other vegetable cultivated in England. One 
pound of potatoes are equal, as food, to three pounds of turnips, 
two of par{nips, four and a half of grafs, and to fix poundsof 
good hay. Potatoes produce nearly three quartere the real noue 
rifhment of corn, betides a wholefome nutritive, fucculent 
juice, which nearly equals that of any other plant or root, and 
is faperior to that of turnips. It is well known what a benefi- 
cial tood potatoes prove to hogs: Cows and horfes devour them 
greedily. From thefe confiderations I was led to make an ex- 
periment on my cows: when to my furprize, I foon found their 
milk confiderably meliorated, as well as much increafed ; and 
my cattle looked better than ever I faw them at this feafon, al- 
though I have always fed them on the beft hay, with turnips oc- 


cafionally, in fields where there was a tolerable picking of 


grafs. 
N.B. The price of potatoes is now little above that of 
turnips. 





EPITAPH in CONWAY CHURCH, 


ERE lieth the body of Nicholas Hooks, of Conway, gen- 

tleman, who was the gift child of his father William 

Hookes, Efg. by Alice his wife, and he the father of 27 chil- 
dren, who died the 27th day of March, 1637. 


. The 
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The following Letter is inferted at the Defire of the Confitutional 
Society of London, who earnefily wife to excite the attention 
of the Public at the prefent Crifis to the Bufinefi cf a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, and to procure as much Information as they can 
upon the Subject. The Editors recommend it to the particular 
Attention of their Readers, thinking the enquiries therein pro- 
puled capable of proving a Source of a Vartety of curious and 
interefting Information, at the Jame time that they promote the 
great and important Defign for the accomplifoment of which the 
Society are fo laudably Zealous. 


QUERIES relative o BOROUGH ELECTIONS, 
To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


SIR, 


T fome late meetings of the Society for Conftitutiona! In. 

formation it appeared to be the general fenfe of the nrem- 
bers prefent, that great advantage might be derived to the pub- 
lic, at this important crifis, from a collection of well awthen- 
ticated fatts refpecting the boroughs of this kingdom. 

The evils arifing from the prefent ftate of reprefentation are 
feverely felt, and the neceffity of correcting them, by recurring 
to the firft principles of the conftitution, very generally ackaow+ 
ledged. It may not therefore be neceffary to deftend to parti- 
culars in order to evince the propriety of a reform. Bot as it is 
reafonable in a ftate wherein a certain portion of' political li- 
berty is the birth-right of every fabyect, that the fpecifie plant 
of reformation, hereafter to be adopted, fhould: approve itfelf to 
the general feafe of the country, it is prefumed that it would be 
of fervice to fabmit to the public eye the moft accurate aud ag 
thentic ftate of the prefent reprefentation that cam be procured, 
in order that the community may be poffefled of the means of 
jodging for themfelves, with refpect to the mott effectual mode of 
rendering the votes of the Commons Houfe of Parliament the 
juft exprefftons of the voice and wifhes of the people. 

With the view of procuring the proper materials for fuch in- 
formation it was propofed, that our abfent members and country 
correfpondents fhould be requefted to fupply the Society with an+ 
fwers to the following queries refpecting fuch boroughs as may 
lie within the limits of their enqpiries : 

I. What is the prefent number of the eleétors ? 

II. What is the prefent number of refident electors ? 

Til. What is the number of houfes ? 

TV. What diminution of voters has taken place im confee 
quence of the late aét refpecting revenue officers ? 

x 


Vou, V..83ds VY. Under 
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V. Under what tenure, or by what meaus is the privilege of 
being an eleétor acquired ? 

VI. What are the corrupt ufages refpecting eleCtions that have 
been prevalent in the borough, and to what extent have they 
been carried? 

VII. Mifcellaneous obfervations. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 
DANIEL ADAMS, Sccretary, 


Laviftock-frect, Covent-Garden. 





ANECDOTES ef Mrs. YEARSLEY. 


HIS extraordinary poetical genius was extricated from ex- 
treme diftrefs in a very fingular manner. Mr. V. of 
Briftol, was dining, about a twelvemonth ago, at Clifton, where 
in the courfe ot converfation, the lady of the houfe mentioned, 
that her milk-woman was frequently writing verfes on the fer- 
vants ; ** and a day or twoago,”’ added fhe, ** the poor crea- 
ture wrote an acroftic on one of my daughters.” ‘The com- 
pany, after dinner, exprefling a defire to fee this production, it 
was read.—A turn of thought and poetical imagery that ap- 
peared in fome of the lines ftruck Mr. V. as far above the le- 
vel of a perfon in the fituation of amilkewoman, He afked 
where fhe lived, and when the reft of the company fat down to 
cards, his curiofity led him to feek out this female poet. He 
found her in a poor hut, deftitute of furniture, tor that had 
been fold to give bread to her family as long as it Jafted. Her 
mother and four little children were fitting on the floor around 
her ; every means having failed, this melancholy groupe were 
affembled to die together. When Mr. V. opened the door, 
they were almoft fenfelefs with cold and hunger, having had 
neither fire nor food for two or three days. 

The humane heart of Mr. V. was quite overcome with a 
fpectacle fo traly affeing. He went home and fent a horfe and 
panniers loaded with every thing that could give comfor: in their 
melancholy fituation. ‘The mother was fo tar exhaulted that the 
foon died. Her weak ftate of body and mind could not fupport 
the excefs of joy at iceing fuch a providential deliverance ot her 
family. 

The gratitade which Mr. V.’s benevolence excited was ex- 
prefied in Janguage which aftonifhed every one to whom Mrs. 
Yearfley’s letters were fhewn, 
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Anfiwer, by Thomas Sleeman, of Newton-Abbot, to his own 
Queftion, inferted October 4. 


HERE are given the 2 fides of a fpherical triangle, 
the comp. of ghe lat.=39° 35’, the comp. of the 
fun’s declination =69° 50’, and the comp. of his altitude 
at the time of obfervation=45°, to find the Z contained 
betwixt the two firft mentioned fides, which isthe 4 
from noon, and will appear by making the calculation= 
42° 25’, in time=2 hours, 49 min. 40 fec. which fub- 
tracted from 17, leaves g hours, 10 min. 20 fec. the true 
time of the day. 

To find the point of the compafs the fhadow was upon 
at the time of obfervation, there are given the three fides 
of an oblique . fpherical triangle, to find the Z the fun’s 
azimuth from the north=116° 24’. Hence the fun boré 
S. E. by E. 3-4ths E. nearly, whofe oppofite point is 
N. W. by W. 3-4ths W. on which point the fhadow of 
the cane then lay. 





Anfwer, by Taffo, of Briftol, to Arion’s Queftion, inferted 


November 22 


ET x=11. and its intereft for a year; then, by the 

nature of compound intereft, 504/x°5=500; redu- 
ced x*5=100; and the rdot extracted by logarithms, 
gives xX = 1.055673. Then, as 1: 0055673 3: 100: 
5-567). =5l. 115. 4d. 0.608 qrs. the rate of the intezelt 
required. 





Anfrwer, by Taff, of Briftol, to F. 8.’s Enigma, inferted 


December 20. 


RUE has thy mufe pourtray’d what ftill muft dwell, 
Where none the miferies of the place can tell ; 
In that all dread, tremendous {cene of wee, 
Where the worm never dies, and FIRES for every glow ! 
X 2 tit We 
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tit We have received the like anfwer from G. Balgen, of 
Caftle-Cary ; Philos, of Chedzoy ; Lucius, of Afhburton ; and 
C. Lobb, of Tywardreth. 





A QUESTION, by fT. Sleeman, Affiftant at Mr. Wea 
therden’s Boarding-Schoal, in Newton-dAbbott, 


THERE is a concave elliptical ring, whofe diameters, 
taken on the infide are 34.5 and 24.5inches; on the 
outfide 45.5 and 35.5 inches; the thieknefs of the metal 
inthe riag 1-4th of aninch. Required how many gale 
lons of wine the cavity of the faid ring will hold ; alfo its 
weight in pounds troy, fuppofing it made of copper, and 
of a cylindrical form. 





An ANAGRAM, by Arica, of Bath, 


RANSPOSE a wooden veffel right, 
A liquid ’twill prefent to fight, 





A REBUS, dy Philos, of Chedxoy. 


Pleafant month mutt fir be found 

A When fragrant lowers deck the ground ; 
A beaft that is both itrong and ftout, 
Wohofe afe is known this ile throughout 5 
And alfo what this beait doth cat 
When gelid winter takes her feat ; 
And laitly, firs, you mult exprefs 
The time when he doth take his reft. 

Find out th’ initials, join the fame, 

And then you'll fee my proper name, 





Aw EN IGM A. 


‘Taken from the old Ladies Diary for the Year 1785, and inferted at the 
; Requch of a Correfpoudent.} 


E fair, a friend whom you care‘s, 
Prefames, in enigmatic dref; 
‘Lo cater ‘mong the leara’d : 
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If once you deign to con me o’er, 
You furely will my name explore, 
So foon ’twill be difcern’d. 


Firft know, e’er Adam liv’d on earth, 
The great Jehovah gave me birth, 
As Holy Scriptures tell ; 
And though fo ufeful to mankind, 
I’m doom’d (hard fate !) to be confin’d 
Within a difiaal ceil. 


My nature’s odd, ’t muft he confefs’d, 
For I receive of food the beft 
From ev'ry gen’rous hand : 
I wound the lover, roufe the brave, 
Give freedom, and the free inflave ; 
So great is my command, 


But ftop !—methinks enough is told : 
My name, ye fair, ye will unfold, 
From what I have defin’d ; 
But take this hint before I end, 
On me you chiefly do depend, 
When anger rules the mind. 


Reed ee eee FS PEPE EEE EES 


Jaffa is defired to explain bis meaning re/pe@ing the error be 
Speaks of as having been committed in a queftion inferted in a late 
Entertainer. 


Set 


If X.Y. will fend word bow a letter may be conveyed to bint, 
Some advice will immediately be tranfmitted to him by the pop. 


tesla eda sates 
Our Correfpondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffes, 
paradoxes, enigmas, anfwers, Sc. are defired to Jend their genuine 


Solutions at the Same time; and thofe who do not, muft not expe te 
Ste vibat they Jend inferted. 


PORTRY, 
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Mrs. SHERIDAN cx her BROTHER’s VIOLIN, 


ie WEET inftrument of him for whom I mourn ! 
a) * Tuneful companion of my Lycid’s hours ! 
*¢ How lieft thou neglected and forlorn ! 
«* What fkilful hand thal! now call forth thy powers! 


«¢ Ah! none like his can reach thofe liquid notes, 
** So foft, fo fweet, fo eloquently clear, 

«* To live beyond the touch, and gently float 
«* In dying modulations on the ear.” 


Thus o’er my Lycid’s lyre as I complain’d, 
And kifs’d the firings where he was wont to play, 
While yet in penfive iadnefs I remain’d, 
Methought it figh’d, and fighing feem’d to fay: 


«© Ah, me! forlorn! forfaken! now no more 

«© Shall fame and juit applaufe around me wait ; 
«© No power my gentle matter can reflore, 

«© And I, alas! will fhare his haplefs fate. 


«« Fled is that fpirit, chill’d that youthful fire, 

«* Which taught thofe rains with harmony replete 5 
«* And cold that hand which only can infpire 

«« My fenielefs form to utter founds fo {weet. 


** Thofe founds, melodious, ne’er again fhall pleafe s 
<* No tuneful ftrain from me fhall ever flow; 

** Save o’er my trembling ilrings a fighing breeze, 
** To call one fad, foft note of tender woe. 


«© Elfe 
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ee Elfe, ah! for ever mute let me remain, 
Unftrung, untan’d, forgotten let me be ; 
Guard me trom curious eye and touch prophane, 
«« And let me reft in mournful fympathy ! 


One fate with thee, dear matter, let me fhare ! 
«¢ Juike thee, in filent darkneis, let me lie! 

My frame, without thee is not worth my care, 

¢¢ With thee alone it liv’d, with thee fhall die !? 





The MODERN CESTUS, or FRIGID ZONE, 


FENUS, ’tis faid, to make herfeif look fair, 
And give cach feature a bewitching air, 
A cefius wore, a kind of magic belt 
(its force in Julia’s air I oft have felt). } 
This, bound beneath her brea‘, or round her arm, 
Each amorous god, nay, Jove himfclf could charm. 
Our moderh ‘nymphs, refolv’d to live more chatte, 
Have bound the zone of virtae round the waitt, 
And thas fecur’d the fort ;—do a!l we can, 
They bid defiance to th’ afiults of man. 
Yet neediefs fure’s the zone thus arm’d with brafs, 
Toguars from force the Amazonian lafs, 
Whofe martial air and horfeman’s coat mut prove 
An everlatting antidote to lov 
For fure, on beauty, veil’ in fuch a fhape 
The Devil himfelf would ne’er attempt a rape. 


e 5 
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Ye SHEPHER D’s LIFE, 


\ E fhepherds e’er arc blithe and pay 
K/ With mirth we fpend the jocund day, 
: Free from all ambitious firife, 

: And al! the bufy plagues of life ; 

We read, we chai, we tend our theep, 
Beneath the thade content we fleep ; 
Though we’reof Httie wealth poflets’d d, 
Woanxiou cares difurb cur rel; 
Friendfhip tn ali its force we know, 

W hilt buiy crouds no fiends can fhow ; 


At 
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At eve upon the green we meet 
Our maidens fair, with kiffes {weet : 
‘Then in the world pray look and fee 
Who are fo blefs’d, fo blithe as we. 
MENTOR, ' 
Launcefton, December 24, 1784. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Upon a certain Lord’s giving feveral Thoufand Pounds for a 
Houfe. 


[Communicated by G. Butcen, of Caftle-Cary.] 


O many thoufands for a houfe, 
For you, of all the world, Lord Moufe ? 
A little houfe would beft accord 
With you, my very little lord ; 
And then exactly match’d would be 
Your houfe and hofpitality. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
E P I G R A M, 


[Communicated by Putracatuus, of Briflol-] 


N epigram by a fchool-boy writ, 
The pedant old farveys ; 
And, as his wifdomfhip thought fit, 
The ftick acrofs him lays, 


The fcholar felt his noddle bleed, 
And, mumbling, cries out thus: 
My ¢pigram is bad indeed, 
But your a-cro/s-ftick’s wore. 





3.7 t? 82 Bra 


AYS Giles, “* My wife-and | are two 5 

*© Yer faith, | know not wivy, fir 
Quoth Jack, ** Your ten, if I ipeak true ; 
** She’s one, and you’re a cypher.” 





